The Saga of the Acadians

The Saga of the Acadians includes fifteen paintings by George Rodrigue painted between 1985 and 1989.  All works are size 36x24, oil on canvas.  The series is loaned for exhibition by the Gauthier Family of New Orleans, Louisiana.  

The Gauthier Family purchased the collection in 2007 to pay homage to their Cajun heritage.  The paintings represent the hardships the Acadians encountered in order to preserve their identity after they were exiled from Canada.  In keeping these paintings in one collection, the Gauthier family has made it possible to share the story of the Acadian struggle as depicted by Rodrigue.


The Sailing of the Jonah begins a journey in 1604 from Normandy, France to what is now Nova Scotia.  It launches the beginning of an ethnic group destined to fascinate the world.

Pilgrims --- Frenchmen were the first European settlers of the North American continent.  Arriving just north of Plymouth Rock in 1604, they lived a family-oriented lifestyle in the harsh Nova Scotia wilderness.


The First Planting --- These imaginative settlers (now Acadians) developed fertile farmland in their marsh-like territory.  So successful were their efforts, many historians feel the Acadians were deported in order to make room for British settlers who coveted these productive grounds.   

The Fight for an Empire --- French soldiers board a ship just ahead of advancing British troops.  Caught between two military giants, the Acadian settlers were soon to have their tranquil lifestyle destroyed forever.

The Church at Grand Pre was the first Catholic Church built in Nova Scotia.  The British troops used it as a prison for the soon-to-be exiled Acadians.

Leave Our Homes?  Hell No!! --- The British used harsh tactics to subdue these stubborn settlers. Permanent guards were posted at each home, forcing its inhabitants to live for an extended period in the unsheltered wilderness.

A Final Look at Acadie --- Forcibly driven from their homes and separated from those they loved, the stage was set for the odyssey to begin and for Longfellow to immortalize this epic journey.

Final Insult --- Deported Acadians were forced to endure the harsh winter in open vessels in the North Atlantic.  This controversial painting shows a soldier of the Crown offering a diseased blanket as cover for a child.

With No Country to Call Home, the Pilgrims originally settled in Nova Scotia to satisfy the expansion needs of Motherland France. Following British victory, they were required to forsake the Catholic religion and swear allegiance to the British king. Refusing on both issues, they were deported to many lands, and often refused entry. Even in France, they were considered "no longer French".

The First Cajuns --- After many years without a homeland, these steadfast Acadians reached their long sought “Land of the Oaks” and became Cajuns.

The Last Novena for Gabriel --- Evangeline, symbol of the forced separation of families, friends and those in love, offers one final prayer for her Gabriel.  

Macque Chou --- Native Indians assisted the Cajuns in understanding the indigenous ingredients available to them for cooking.

He-bert, Yes – A Bear, No --- In 1912 Louisiana Governor Hall issued a special edict that French could no longer be spoken in school.  

Evangeline – A Silent Classic --- The oak is revisited by Hollywood in its rendition of Longfellow’s Evangeline, starring Dolores del Rio.  

Return to Acadie --- Dudley LeBlanc became the first Cajun to revisit his roots: the historic Church of Grand Pre in Nova Scotia.  At the time, LeBlanc’s Hadacol was second in America for advertising expenses behind Coca Cola.

